A one-year, four-course digital media certificate program created specifically for autistic young
adults (18-22). Through small cohorts, autism-ready instructors, and sensory-sensitive supports,
students master Illustrator, Photoshop, InDesign, and Animate—then build a professional online
portfolio. DAFA is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit partnered with Elite Animation Academy and accepts Step Up
(FES-UA) scholarships.

Digital Arts for Autism
Specialized Program Overview
What Makes Us “Specialized”

A digital media certificate program built specifically for autistic young adults by instructors trained in both
creative software and autism-support strategies.

1. Targeted Learner Profile
e Ages 18-22 on the autism spectrum
¢ High-functioning but benefit from structured, sensory-sensitive instruction
e Small cohorts (max 8 students) for personalized pacing

2. Autism-Ready Curriculum
¢ 4 sequential courses: Illustrator » Photoshop - InDesign > Animate + Online Portfolio
¢ Visual, step-by-step lesson guides with clear objectives
¢ Predictable routines, project checklists & progress trackers

3. Instructor Qualifications
¢ Industry credentials in animation/design
e “Autism-Ready Teaching” certification for all instructors
* Ongoing training in sensory integration & executive-function supports

4. Sensory & Communication Supports
¢ |n-studio: Quiet, low-stimulus classroom
e Live virtual: Captioned, recorded lessons for review
* Break-out “focus rooms” & scheduled movement breaks

5. Measurable Outcomes & Reporting
* Weekly project deliverables scored with clear rubrics
¢ Monthly progress reports sent to families



